Detection of Vibrio cholerae 01 from aquatic environment in Sarawak.
The detection of Vibrio cholerae 01 from the aquatic environment of Daro and Bintulu in Sarawak was carried out following an outbreak of cholera. Conventional culture methods and detection of ctx gene by polymerase chain reaction technique were carried out on 80 water samples. Only one sample was positive by culture methods while 8 were positive by PCR. DNA finger printing by pulsed-field gel electrophoresis showed that the clinical isolates in Daro and Bintulu were genetically identical while the environmental isolate was closely related. Recovery of Vibrio cholerae by culture method is poor and newer methods of detection should be developed.